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this New Year's Day, received a hundred ounces,
while the Earl of Ormond was honoured with a hun-
dred and sixty-one, and Sir Christopher Hatton, just
now floating on the high tide of queenly favour, was
freighted with as much as four hundred ounces*
weight of royal love. These leading courtiers and a
few others were, of course, far above the average.
It was no slight upon Lady Sidney that she received
a present weighing but thirty ounces and three quar-
ters, or upon the Countess of Pembroke that to her
only two pounds' weight was given. Queen Eliza-
beth's affection for Philip Sidney was good for two
and twenty ounces, while to Edward Dyer was set
down a gift weighing sixteen ounces, and to Fulke
Greville another weighing thirteen ounces.

We must not suppose either that Sidney had no
pleasure in his almost constant dangling about the
Court in the months after as well as before this New
Year's Day of 1578, because he often complained
about it, or that his complaints were not genuine.
There is real pathos in a letter he wrote to Languet
from Court on the 1st of March. " The use of the
pen," he here said, " has plainly gone from me, and
my mind, if ever it was active about anything, is
now, by reason of my indolent sloth, beginning im-
perceptibly to lose its strength, and to lose it without
any reluctance. For with what end should our
thoughts be directed to various kinds of knowledge,
unless the knowledge is put to use for the public
good?" And he added: "You see that I am
already playing the stoic. Unless you reclaim me,
I shall quickly become a cynic too."